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perfection in his work. Reason and the
principle of English liberty have no 'creative
afflatus ; they presuppose spontaneity^ and
yet they half stifle it; and they can rest in no
form Qf perfection, because they must remain
plastic and continually invite amendments,
in order to continue broadly adjusted to an
infinite moving world. Their work is accord-
ingly like those cathedrals at which many
successive ages have laboured, each in its
own style. We may regret, sometimes, that
some one design could not have been carried
out in its purity, and yet all these secular
accretions have a wonderful eloquence; a
common piety and love of beauty have
inspired them; age has fused them and
softened their incongruities; and an in-
expressible magic seems to hang about the
composite pile, as if God and man breathed
deeply within it. It is a harmony woven
out of accidents, like every work of time and
nature, and all the more profound and fertile
because no mind could ever have designed it.
Some such natural structure, formed and
reformed by circumstances, is the requisite
matrix and home for every moral being.
Accordingly there seems to have been